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Ac t I:  Excerpts from Le Corsaire  
and a variation from Harlequinade

Act I transports audiences into the world of classical ballet, 
featuring iconic excerpts from Le Corsaire, including the 
dazzling Le Corsaire Pas de Deux, the enchanting Jardin Animé, 
and the elegant Odalisque Pas de Trois. 

The act also includes the lively Harlequin’s Variation from 
Harlequinade, showcasing the dancers’ strength, precision, 
and expressive charm in these timeless works.
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H A R L E Q U I N ’ S  VA R I AT I O N  F R O M  T H E  H A R L E Q U I N A D E 
PA S  D E  D E U X ,  s t a g e d  by  M i a h  N wo s u

Harlequin		 Sacha Martin

L E  C O R S A I R E ,  s t a g e d  by  M i a h  N wo s u,  a f t e r  M a r i u s  Pe t i p a

A C T  I I 	 PA S  D E  D E U X 	

Ali			   Jaylen Wiley		   
Medora		  Ellin Qiao

A C T  I 	 O D A L I S Q U E  PA S  D E  T R O I S

Odalisque 1		  Emma Pascual (Fri.), 	Sarah Pisor (Sat.)			    
Odalisque 2		  Jiada Friscia (Andrea Chan US) 
Odalisque 3		  Evelyn Shoemaker (Avery Gaccione US)

A C T  I I I 	 J A R D I N  A N I M É -  T H E  A N I M AT E D  G A R D E N

Medora		  Ellin Qiao 
Gulnare		  Andrea Chan

Corps de Ballet 1			    
			   Avery Crider, Bella Cumba, Avery Gaccione,  
			   Makenna Kaplan, Leyla Kolman, Sarah Pisor

Corps de Ballet 2			    
			   Zooey Anelli, Amalie Chan, Emme Chan,  
			   Josephine De Leon, Danika Gastelum, Lucia Huang,  
			   Lyla Kaplan, Evelyn Shoemaker US, Tessie Pennell (injured)

Corps de Ballet 3			    
			   Olivia Anelli, Ashley Auyoung, Ava Estrada, Cara Li,  
			   Grace Morgan, Natalie Ondris, Olivia Sandoval,  
			   Jasmine Siu
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Ac t II :  Beyond Technique XV 
Mixed Reper tor y Program
PassionDanceLife / A Forever Feeling /  
Machine Routine / Finding My Reflection / 
Intertwined / Multiply / Thunders & Lightnings
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PA S S I O N D A N C E L I F E 
C h o re o g ra p hy  by  M i a h  N wo s u 
M u s i c by  P h i l l i p  G l a s s
Fo r  a  c o m m i t t e d  d a n c e r,  t h e s e  w o r d s  a r e 
s y n o n y m o u s :  p a s s i o n  i s  d a n c e  i s  l i f e :  a 
c o n s t a n t  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  m o v e m e n t  t o 
m u s i c .

B u t  t h i s  l i f e  c a n  b e  m e a n i n g l e s s  w i t h o u t 
t h e  o n e  t h i n g  t h a t  u n i t e s  i t  a l l .

Josephine De Leon, Danika Gastelum	
NAVY 

Lyla Kaplan, Sarah Pisor		
BURGUNDY

Zooey Anelli, Makenna Kaplan	  
TEAL

A  F O R E V E R  F E E L I N G 
C h o re o g ra p hy  by  A n d re a  C h a n 
S t u d e n t  C h o re o g ra p h e r 
M u s i c  by  D vo rá k

Avery Crider, Jiada Friscia,  
Avery Gaccione, Leyla Kolman,  
Evelyn Shoemaker, Amalie Chan,  
Emme Chan, Lucia Huang, Jaylen Wiley,   
Bella Cumba US 

MACHINE ROUTINE 
C h o re o g ra p hy  by  N a t a l i a  H i l l 
M u s i c  by  D re h z

Olivia Anelli, Ashley Auyoung, Ava 
Estrada, Cara Li, Sacha Martin, Natalie 
Ondris, Olivia Sandoval, Jasmine Siu

F I N D I N G  M Y  R E F L E C T I O N 
C h o re o g ra p hy  by  B e cc a  N e w t o n 
M u s i c  by  M a x  R i c h t e r 
G r a d u a t i n g  C l a s s  o f  2 0 2 5
I n s p i r e d  b y  f o u r  g r a d u a t i n g  s e n i o r s , 
F i n d i n g  m y  R e f l e c t i o n  i s  a  s t o r y  a b o u t 
s e l f  d i s c o v e r y,  d i f f i c u l t  r e a l i z a t i o n s  a n d 
t h e  p a t h  t o  f i n d i n g  y o u r  t r u e  s e l f .  I t 
p o r t r a y s  t h e  t u r m o i l  o f  n o t  k n o w i n g  w h o 
y o u  a r e  i n  t h i s  l i f e  a n d  t h e  u t t e r  j o y  o f 
f i n a l l y  f i n d  w h o  y o u ’r e  m e a n t  t o  b e .

Andrea Chan, Jiada Friscia, Ellin Qiao,  
Evelyn Shoemaker

 

I N T E R T W I N E D 
C h o re o g ra p hy  by  J i a d a  Fr i s c i a 
S t u d e n t  C h o re o g ra p h e r 
M u s i c  by  Ad r i a n n e  Le n ke r
I n t e r t w i n e ,  t o  c o n n e c t  o r  l i n k  ( t w o 
o r  m o r e  t h i n g s )  c l o s e l y.  I  b e l i e v e  w e 
b e c o m e  i n t e r t w i n e d  w i t h  p e o p l e  o r 
t h i n g s  o n  p u r p o s e . 

Tw o  s o u l s  c o n n e c t  w i t h  i n t e n t i o n ,  n o t 
j u s t  b y  c h a n c e .  B e i n g  t a n g l e d  i n  t h i s 
u n i v e r s e ,  I  a m  e t e r n a l l y  g r a t e f u l  t o  h a v e 
i n t e r t w i n e d  w i t h  d a n c e  a n d  t h e  f r i e n d s 
I ’ v e  f o u n d  t h r o u g h  d a n c e .

Emme Chan, Bella Cumba,  
Sarah Pisor (Fri)

Sharkey Brumund, Andrea Chan, Evelyn 
Shoemaker (Sat.)

M U LT I P LY 
C h o re o g ra p hy  by  B e cc a  N e w t o n 
M u s i c  by  S u cce s s i o n  S t u d i o s

I m a g i n e  a  d a r k  a n d  p o w e r f u l  c r e a t u r e 
t h a t  s e l f  r e p l i c a t e s ,  m a t u r e s   a n d 
t r a n s f o r m s  i n t o  a n  i n f i n i t e  a m o u n t  o f 
i d e n t i c a l  b e i n g s .  W h a t  s t a r t s  a s  o n e , 
e n d s  a s  m a n y.

Olivia Anelli, Ava Estrada, Sacha Martin, 
Natalie Ondris, Jasmine Siu

T H U N D E R S  &  L I G H T N I N G S

C h o re o g ra p hy  by  Natasha R idley 
M u s i c  by  E n z i o  B o s s o

Andrea Chan, Emme Chan, Avery 
Crider, Jiada Friscia, Danika Gastelum, 
Lucia Huang, Lyla Kaplan, Makenna 
Kaplan, Leyla Kolman,  Ellin Qiao, Evelyn 
Shoemaker

Tessie Pennell- injured, Bella Cumba US



Sc r i p p s  Ba l l e t Th e at r e  
Se n i o r Co m pa n y 2024-25
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S E N I O R  CO M PA N Y  2 0 2 4 - 2 5

E M M E  C H A N ,  1 4

S H A R K E Y  B R U M U N D,  1 8

A M A L I E  C H A N ,  1 3

Z O O E Y  A N E L L I ,  1 4

A N D R E A  C H A N ,  1 7

AV E R Y  C R I D E R ,  1 6

J O S E P H I N E  D E  L E O N ,  1 6B E L L A  C U M B A ,  1 6
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D A N I K A  G A S T E LU M ,  1 3

J I A D A  F R I S C I A ,  1 8 AV E R Y  G A C C I O N E ,  1 5

LY L A  K A P L A N ,  1 5 M A K E N N A  K A P L A N ,  1 7

LU C I A  H UA N G ,  1 4

E L L I N  Q I A O,  1 8S A R A H  P I S O R ,  1 6
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S E N I O R  CO M PA N Y  2 0 2 4 - 2 5

T E S S I E  P E N N E L L ,  1 6L E Y L A  K O L M A N ,  1 5

J AY L E N  W I L E Y,  1 7E V E LY N  S H O E M A K E R ,  1 8
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J U N I O R  CO M PA N Y  2 0 2 4 - 2 5

TO P   L - R :  AVA  E S T R A D A ,  N ATA L I E  O N D R I S ,  J A S M I N E  S I U,  L I V  A N E L L I , 

B E LO W,  S A C H A  M A R T I N



 SCRIPPS BALLET THEATRE
A Youth Ballet Company

In Residence at Scripps Performing Arts Academy

About the Artistic Director:

Miah Nwosu 
began her career as a teacher and 
choreographer in 2003, at the Scripps 
Performing Arts Academy when she returned 
to San Diego from New York City. She began 
seriously studying ballet at The Scripps 
Performing Arts Centre (now Academy) when 
she was 8 years old. She trained at Scripps 
Performing Arts for seven years, primarily 
under Lili Griffith, former Soloist with the 
Sadler’s Wells Royal Ballet, continuing 
her studies at City Ballet of San Diego in 
the highest level of their pre-professional 
division. She performed with the company 
in the Nutcracker, their company premiere of 
“Don Quixote,” and various other productions 
and spent a summer training at The Ailey 
School in New York City. Miah later attended 
Fordham University in New York City, training 
at The Ailey School, Steps on Broadway and 
Broadway Dance Center.

Upon her return to San Diego, Miah joined C. 
Anthony Cole Repertory Theatre and later La 
Diego Dance Theatre for it’s inaugural season. 
While dancing with La Diego, Miah was asked 
to perform at the Dancing Under the Stars 
choreographer competition in Palm Springs. 
She was also rehearsal coach and dancer 
representative for LaDiego and has had the 
pleasure of teaching audition classes for both 
companies. Miah has also served as a guest 
teacher at several local dance schools and 
summer programs.

As head choreographer for SPAA since 
2003, she has successfully mounted original 
productions and set full length classical 
ballets including an annual all youth 
production of The Nutcracker, The Storyteller 
(2003 and 2004), Earthkalah (2005), Over 
the Rainbow (2006 and 2007), Our Favorite 

Ballets (2007), Ballet Does the Rat Pack (2009), 
La Passion La Danse La Vie (2009), Prokofiev’s 
Cinderella, Glazunov’s The Seasons, La 
Boutique Fantasque (2010, 2023), Sleeping 
Beauty (2021) and many others. 

She has choreographed and staged several 
Classic and Original Ballets for Scripps Ballet 
Theatre include Grand Pas de Quatre, Myrtha 
and the Wilis’, Fokine’s Les Sylphides, Coppelia 
and an original version of Les Rendez-vous.

Having graduated Magna Cumm Laude 
with a degree in Visual Art with a Photo 
Concentration while building the program at 
SPAA, Miah is also an accomplished Graphic 
Designer and Photographer.

Most recently she received the 2023 Alumni 
Spotlight Award from Point Loma Nazarene 
University and was a San Diego Magazine 
2022 Woman of the Year Finalist.



Scripps Ballet Theatre was founded by Miah Nwosu and Scripps Performing Arts 
Academy in 2010 to provide pre-professional students with the opportunities 
necessary to grow as technicians and artists and has provided students with the 
spring board and support system to launch them successfully into collegiate 
and professional dance programs including Estonian National Ballet, the 
National Ballet School of Cuba, San Francisco Ballet School, Nevada Ballet 
Theatre, Ballet West Academy, Butler University, Indiana University, The 
Boston Conservatory,  University of California, Irvine and multiple summer 
intensive acceptances (several with scholarships) to prestigious programs 
across the nation.
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D A N C E  F O R  A L L .  T H E  B E A U T Y  O F  B A L L E T.  V I B R A N C Y 
O N S T A G E .  S C R I P P S  B A L L E T  T H E AT R E .

Stay Connected	 Theatre.ScrippsBallet.com	 @ScrippsBallet
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S AV E  T H E  D AT E S
O N S TA G E  	 T H E  N U TC R A C K E R  D E C E M B E R  1 2 - 1 4
S T U D I O  	 O P E N  AU D I T I O N S  F O R  2 0 2 5 - 2 6  S E A S O N ,  			
			   J U N E  1 6 - 2 7
			   N U TC R A C K E R  AU D I T I O N S ,  AU G U S T  2 4

A L L  P H O T O G R A P H S  ©  M I A H  N W O S U


