


The Story of The Nutcracker
ACT ONE:

In a not-so-distant time, there was a large Holiday celebration at the home of a young 
girl named Marie Stahlbaum.  Among her family and friends is Herr Drosselmeier, a 
magical toy maker who presents the Stahlbaum’s with a magical tree angel who appears 
to Marie, and  life-size dolls that seem to come to life! He gives Marie a Nutcracker to 
which she immediately becomes attached.  After all of the excitement, the Staulbaum 
children become quite tired and go off to their bedrooms to sleep. The party comes to 
an end and the guests leave and return to their homes.

Realizing that she has left her precious Nutcracker, Marie returns to the Christmas 
tree just before midnight and falls into a deep sleep. Mysteriously, everything around 
her grows to huge proportions and all of the toys have come to life. The Nutcracker 
leads the toy soldiers in a fierce battle with the dangerous Rat Queen and her  army of 
mice.  The Nutcracker and the Rat Queen fight each other, and, just when it looks like 
the Nutcracker is in trouble, Marie’s quick thinking saves him.

To Marie’s astonishment, The Nutcracker becomes a handsome Prince.  To reward 
Marie for her kindness, he invites her to travel with him led by the magical treetop 
angel who appeared to her during the party.  Marie and the Nutcracker Prince begin 
their journey through the Magical Winter Wonderland. Toward the end of their journey 
the Snow Princesses bid them farewell as the Prince and the magical treetop angel lead 
Marie to the Prince’s home beyond the clouds, the Kingdom of the Sweets.

ACT TWO:
Kingdom of Sweets

The Kingdom of Sweets is ruled by the kind and graceful Sugar Plum Fairy, who lives 
in a splendid Palace.  She calls upon the subjects of her kingdom to take part in a 
great festival to honor Marie, who helped the Prince defeat the Rat Queen and escape 
his fate as a Nutcracker Doll.  In the Kingdom of Sweets, they watch as the entire 
candy kingdom celebrate her courage and kindness.  And finally, the Sugar Plum Fairy 
performs a beautiful dance with her Cavalier.     

After all the celebration, the Sugar Plum calls upon the magical treetop angel to 
guide Marie home, where she finds her sweet Nutcracker doll in the early hours of 
the morning and returns to sleep with visions of Sugar Plums dancing in her dreams. 
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A Message from the Directors. . .
As dance educators, working with our youngest to oldest cast members each year is a gift.  
To see them gaze with wonder, one can feel the secrets of life sparkle in their eyes. We are 
fortunate to witness over our 70+ collective years in education, these precious hearts grow 
into beautiful young adults.  Our creative Academy family represents a vast color palette of 
human potential of which we are very proud.

We are not just another dance studio; we are a comprehensive performing arts school with 
a youth ballet company. We have created an exceptional performing arts haven to meet 
the creative and educational needs of all our students, for both the recreational and pre-
professional paths.  

Our programs inspire these young people to recognize and develop their own unique gifts 
in all areas of their lives.  We can’t think of a better way to prepare children for the journey 
that lies ahead; the performing arts is where they can truly practice life skills every day!

We wish all of you a peaceful, happy and healthy holiday season, and may we continue to 
support each other to dream big and live with purpose.   

Love and Friendship, 
Angela Amoroso, Miah Nwosu and Drew Skinner

Professional Video Recording  
available for Purchase here
https://scripps.ludus.com/200471039
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 SCRIPPS BALLET THEATRE

In Residence at the Scripps Performing Arts Academy
A Youth Ballet Company

Artistic Director, 
Miah Nwosu

Avery CriderSharkey Brumund Zooey Anelli Amalie Chan Andrea Chan

Bella Cumba
Josephine de Leon Jiada Friscia Avery Gaccione Danika Gastelum

 Senior Company 2024-25

Lucia Huang

Natalie OndrisOlivia Anelli Ava Estrada Sacha Martin Jasmine Siu

Junior Company 2024-25

Makenna Kaplan Leyla Kolman Sarah Pisor Evelyn Shoemaker

Jaylen Wiley

Tessie PennellLyla Kaplan

Emme Chan
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Overture: Herr Drosselmeier’s Toy Shop  
Choreography by Miah Nwosu

Ballerina Doll   Sharkey Brumund  Harlequin Doll   Zooey Anelli    
Herr  Drosselmeier   Kris Anelli

Act I, Scene I: The Street Scene
Marie Stahlbaum   Makenna Kaplan	 Fritz Stahlbaum   Russell Kacura 
Stahlbaum Maid   Tessie Pennell  
Marie’s Friends, Fritz’s Friends, Party Scene Guests & Children

Act I, Scene II: The Stahlbaum Home 
Choreography by Miah Nwosu

Dr. Stahlbaum   Benedict Laidlaw    Mrs. Stahlbaum	 Natalia Hill

Marie’s Friends  Emme Chan, Josephine de Leon, Ava Estrada, Constance Leung

Fritz’s Friends  Chace Callahan, Richard Lee, Sacha Martin, Arman Tasiran 

Party Scene Guests Ashley Auyoung, Derek Bernal, Ramses Del Rio, Jiada Friscia,  
Cara Li Barbara Shoemaker, Evelyn Shoemaker, Julia Williams 

Tree Top Angel     Avery Gaccione	 Nutcracker Prince  Jaylen Wiley	

Act I, Scene III: The Stahlbaum Home at Midnight 
Choreography by Angela Amoroso, Valerie Harden and Miah Nwosu,  
Rehearsed by Miah Nwosu & Rebecca Newton

Magical Ornaments  Choreographed by Angela Amoroso, Rehearsed by Sharkey Brumund   
Aria Baran, Sofia Lopez Salomon, Sophia Nazar, Penelope Pixton, Calista Poulos, 
Annabella Wall, Carolina Wall, Camille Wright 

Ornament Thieves  Ana de la Torre, Ben, Laidlaw, Melissa Laidlaw,  Rick Nazar,  
Jason Poulos, Drew Skinner, Lina Wall

Rat Queen   Avery Crider   with Rats   Zooey Anelli, Emme Chan, Danika 
Gastelum, Lyla Kaplan, Tessie Pennell, Sarah Pisor

Big Toy Soldiers  Olivia Anelli, Ava Estrada, Ariel Luo, Grace Morgan, Natalie 
Ondris, Jasmine Siu 	

Mice  Leva Derakshan, Ameiya Doshi, Hadley Dring, Maggie Jean Gilmore,  
Eleanor Hudson, Claire Li, Sequoia Peck, Zoe Speros, Madelyn Yoon & Siyona Gandhi

Act I, Scene IV: The Magical Winter Wonderland
Baby Snowflakes Choreographed by Angela Amoroso, Rehearsed by Melissa Laidlaw 
Devon Changsrivong, Naia Civit, Liyana Doshi, Alexis Fitzpatrick, Claire Gill, Ivy 
Glenn, Nora Glenn, Anna Kutianska, Amelie Marcu, Felicity Pixton, Deya Topalov, 
Halliday Walker, Caroline Wooley

Friday Evening & Saturday Matinee
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Waltz of the Snowflakes   
Choreography by Miah Nwosu, excerpts after Vassily Vainonen  

Snow Queen  Evelyn Shoemaker  Marie & Prince with Sharkey Brumund, 
Andrea Chan, Avery Crider, Bella Cumba, Jiada Friscia, Avery Gaccione, Lucia 
Huang, Leyla Kolman, Tessie Pennell, Sarah Pisor, Ellin Qiao, Miu Ueda 

Act II: The Kingdom of the Sweets
Guardian Gumdrops Choreography by Rebecca Newton     
 Eleanor Allen, Aryanna Ault, Siyona Gandhi, Nina Kracer, Gia Manganiello, 
Ava Paquette, Ella Quaas, Cadence Rowden, Olivia Skinner, Catherine Zhang 

Angels Choreography by Miah Nwosu, Rehearsed by Rebecca Newton 
Leva Derakshan, Ameiya Doshi,Hadley Dring, Maggie Jean Gilmore,  
Eleanor Hudson, Claire Li, Sequoia Peck, Zoe Speros, Madelyn Yoon

Sugar Plum Fairy and her Attendants Choreography by Miah Nwosu 
Olivia Anelli, Ariel Luo, Grace Morgan, Natalie Ondris, Olivia Sandoval, 
Jasmine Siu 

Spanish  Choreography by Miah Nwosu    Miu Ueda, Jaylen Wiley

Arabian  Choreography by Miah Nwosu   Ramses Del Rio, Josephine De Leon and 
Lucia Huang with  Ava Estrada, Constance Leung

Chinese Tea  Choreography by Miah Nwosu      Bella Cumba with  Zooey Anelli, 
Amalie Chan, Emme Chan, Danika Gastelum, Sofia Moller, Sarah Pisor 

Russian Choreography by Gary Sevani         Lyla Kaplan with  Olivia Anelli, 
Derek Bernal, Ariel Luo, Sacha Martin, Grace Morgan, Natalie Ondris

Dance of the Mirlitons  Choreography by Miah Nwosu, excerpts after Keren Ramsdell 
Sharkey Brumund, Andrea Chan, Leyla Kolman, Evelyn Shoemaker

Mother Ginger and the Bon Bons Choreography by Rebecca Newton 
Mother Ginger Laidlaw with  Eleanor Allen, Aryanna Ault, Siyona Gandhi, Nina 
Kracer, Gia Manganiello, Ava Paquette, Ella Quaas, Cadence Rowden, Olivia 
Skinner, Catherine Zhang 

Waltz of the Flowers  Choreography by Miah Nwosu 
Dew Drop       Ellin Qiao with Amalie Chan, Emme Chan, Avery Crider, 
Josephine De Leon, Avery Gaccione, Lucia Huang, Tessie Pennell, Sarah Pisor 
and Zooey Anelli, Danika Gastelum, Lyla Kaplan, Constance Leung

Grand Pas de Deux    
Choreography by Miah Nwosu after Marius Petipa, Lev Ivanov and Vassily Vainonen

Sugar Plum Fairy  Jiada Friscia   Cavalier   Enrique Solis, Guest Artist

Finale and Apotheosis 	 Full Cast



A Training Facility that Defines 
Excellence...
My daughters love the musical theatre 
program!  It’s a very supportive, fun 
environment. It’s also their favorite ASA. I have 
also started one daughter in Scripps teen 
dance program and I can’t believe how quickly 
she has developed dance skills!  Wonderful 
instruction!

Brandi B.

We have loved sending our daughter here, 
but since we don’t live in the area, we looked 
at another dance studio down the street from 
us. It did not compare to Scripps. There is such 
a warm family environment feeling when 
you walk into the studio, and all the teachers 
are amazing! Can’t wait for her to be in the 
Nutcracker this year!

Jessica B.

SCRIPPS PERFORMING     ARTS 
ACADEMY

OFFICIAL SCHOOL OF THE SCRIPPS BALLET THEATRE



Not Just an After School Activity, 
but a Place to Build Character...
If you are looking for a pre-professional ballet 
program that values education and self-discipline, 
then SPAA is the place for your child. 

Three years ago, my then 12 year old daughter was 
at a crossroads in her dance training. She was at a 
competition studio, studying all forms of dance, 
but really wanted a solid dance education that 
could take her farther than dance competitions. 
Luckily I found SPAA, and Ms. Angela and Ms. Miah 
encouraged my daughter to try their program. My 
daughter has since been to Summer intensives at 
Pacific Northwest Ballet, Houston Ballet and has 
been accepted to others including San Francisco 
Ballet, Miami City Ballet, Boston Ballet and Juilliard. 
She has taken classes from the best and feels that 
the classes at SPAA have not only prepared her 
well for other programs but are on par with the 
level of instruction.

They charge a fraction of what I was paying for 
competition dance. My daughter is happy and I 
never question the education she is receiving at 
SPAA. I highly recommend this school and only 
wish I had found it earlier.

Keri  L. 
Parent of  4 Year Upper Division 
Student who danced with the 
Estonian National Ballet, after 
dancing with Houston Ballet II

Jordan performing in Fokine’s  
Les Sylphides with Scripps Ballet Theatre



10	  The Scripps Ballet Theatre & Performing Arts Academy Present The Nutcracker

 
Overture: Herr Drosselmeier’s Toy Shop  
Choreography by Miah Nwosu

Ballerina Doll   Sharkey Brumund  Harlequin Doll   Zooey Anelli    
Herr  Drosselmeier   Kris Anelli

Act I, Scene I: The Street Scene
Marie Stahlbaum   Amalie Chan	Hildie Stahlbaum   Jasmine Siu 
Stahlbaum Maid   Tessie Pennell  
Marie’s Friends, Fritz’s Friends, Party Scene Guests & Children

Act I, Scene II: The Stahlbaum Home 
Choreography by Miah Nwosu

Dr. Stahlbaum   Benedict Laidlaw    Mrs. Stahlbaum	 Natalia Hill

Marie’s Friends  Emme Chan, Josephine de Leon, Ava Estrada, Constance Leung

Fritz’s Friends  Chace Callahan, Richard Lee, Sacha Martin, Arman Tasiran 

Party Scene Guests Ashley Auyoung, Derek Bernal, Ramses Del Rio, Jiada Friscia,  
Cara Li Barbara Shoemaker, Evelyn Shoemaker, Julia Williams   
Tree Top Angel   Sarah Pisor	 Nutcracker Prince  Jaylen Wiley	
Act I, Scene III: The Stahlbaum Home at Midnight 
Choreography by Angela Amoroso, Valerie Harden and Miah Nwosu,  
Rehearsed by Miah Nwosu & Rebecca Newton

Magical Ornaments  Choreographed by Angela Amoroso, Rehearsed by Audrey Bondoc   
Monterey Burton, Nora Firestone, Aarav Goel, Luke Laidlaw, Seren Miller, Iris 
Montemayor, Piper Paglinawan, Nidhi Patel, Arnita Roy, Claire Siu, Olivia Wilson

Ornament Thieves  Ana de la Torre, Ben, Laidlaw, Melissa Laidlaw,  Daniel Montemayor, 
Drew Skinner, Barbie Shoemaker, Adam Wilson

Rat Queen   Avery Crider   with Rats   Zooey Anelli, Emme Chan, Danika Gastelum, 
Lyla Kaplan, Tessie Pennell, Sarah Pisor

Big Toy Soldiers  Olivia Anelli, Ava Estrada, Ariel Luo, Grace Morgan, Natalie 
Ondris, Jasmine Siu 

Mice  Isla Bunselmeyer, Elia Grossini-Concha, Adeline Isho, Dierdre Kelley, Emilia 
Lasher, Lucy Marks, Madeleine Osbrink, Hazel Rowland, Olivia Sendoda Aragay, 
Madeline Walsh & Kendall Heyer

Act I, Scene IV: The Magical Winter Wonderland
Baby Snowflakes Choreographed by Angela Amoroso, Rehearsed by Melissa Laidlaw 
Hibiki Barksdale, Elizabeth Black, Aniah Borkowski, Louisa Bunselmeyer, Nishta 
Dekoar, Sophia Isho, Emma John, Isabella Meyer, Charlotte Ochoa, Alba Perez, Emma 
Perez, Klara Perez, Lena Sonza, Emma Thompson, Bailey Wasson,  
Cecilia Wasson

Saturday Evening & Sunday Matinee



December 14  at 6pm, December 15 at 2pm, 2024                                            11

Waltz of the Snowflakes   
Choreography by Miah Nwosu, excerpts after Vassily Vainonen  

Snow Queen  Evelyn Shoemaker,  Marie & Prince with  
Sharkey Brumund, Andrea Chan, Avery Crider, Bella Cumba, Jiada Friscia, 
Avery Gaccione, Lucia Huang, Leyla Kolman, Tessie Pennell, Sarah Pisor,  
Ellin Qiao

Act II: The Kingdom of the Sweets
Guardian Gumdrops Choreography by Miah Nwosu 
Evelyn Berdy, Methilde Bieschke, Adeline Crivello, Faith Eisold,  Elizabeth 
Hengesteg, Kendall Heyer, Charlotte Laidlaw, Lily Lasher, Claire Lee, Emma 
Smith, Eliana Sosa, Sofia Suraci, Veda Tilak, Beatrice Van Wyk

Angels Choreography by Miah Nwosu, Rehearsed by Melissa Laidlaw 
Isla Bunselmeyer, Elia Grossini-Concha, Adeline Isho, Dierdre Kelley, Emilia 
Lasher, Lucy Marks, Madeleine Osbrink, Hazel Rowland, Olivia Sendoda 
Aragay, Madeline Walsh

Sugar Plum Fairy and her Attendants Choreography by Miah Nwosu 
Olivia Anelli, Ariel Luo, Grace Morgan, Natalie Ondris, Olivia Sandoval, 
Jasmine Siu 
Spanish  Choreography by Miah Nwosu    Sharkey Brumund, Jaylen Wiley
Arabian  Choreography by Miah Nwosu   Ramses Del Rio, Josephine De Leon 
and Lucia Huang with  Ava Estrada, Constance Leung
Chinese Tea  Choreography by Miah Nwosu      Bella Cumba with  Zooey Anelli, 
Avery Gaccione, Danika Gastelum, Makenna Kaplan, Sofia Moller,  
Miu Ueda 
Russian Choreography by Gary Sevani         Lyla Kaplan with  Olivia Anelli, 
Derek Bernal, Ariel Luo, Sacha Martin, Grace Morgan, Natalie Ondris
Dance of the Mirlitons  Choreography by Miah Nwosu, excerpts after Keren Ramsdell 
Avery Crider, Avery Gaccione, Makenna Kaplan, Sarah Pisor
Mother Ginger and the Bon Bons Choreography by Becca Newton 
Mother Ginger Laidlaw with  Evelyn Berdy, Methilde Bieschke, Adeline Crivello, 
Faith Eisold, Elizabeth Hengesteg, Kendall Heyer, Charlotte Laidlaw,  
Lily Lasher, Claire Lee, Emma Smith, Eliana Sosa, Sofia Suraci, Veda Tilak, 
Beatrice Van Wyk

Waltz of the Flowers  Choreography by Miah Nwosu 
Dew Drop       Ellin Qiao with  Avery Crider, Bella Cumba, Jiada Friscia, 
Lucia Huang, Leyla Kolman, Sofia Moller, Evelyn Shoemaker, Miu Ueda 
and Zooey Anelli, Danika Gastelum, Lyla Kaplan, Constance Leung
Grand Pas de Deux    
Choreography by Miah Nwosu after Marius Petipa, Lev Ivanov and Vassily Vainonen

Sugar Plum Fairy  Andrea Chan   Cavalier   Enrique Solis, Guest Artist
Finale and Apotheosis 	 Full Cast
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Up Next... Scripps Performing Arts Academy’s  
Spring/Summer Ballet and Contemporary Dance Showcases 

featuring our Children’s & Primary Division students

Reserve your Space Today!

Scripps Ballet Theatre’s  BALLET
INTHE

BOX

and Save the Date for
Storybook  Storybook  
SeriesSeries

March 22-23
&

BALLET
INTHE

BOX
BALLET
INTHE

BOX

@scrippsballet
scrippsballet.com/theatre

June 7
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Scripps Performing Arts Academy 
Faculty and Staff

DIRECTORS 
Angela Amoroso, Miah Nwosu, 

Andrew Skinner
CHILDREN’S & PRIMARY 

DIVISION COORDINATOR 
Melissa Laidlaw

FACULTY 
Angela Amoroso, Gina Amparan, 
Audrey Bondoc, Ana de La Torre, 

Johanna Duffy, Natalia Hill,  
Nera Holland, Melissa Laidlaw,  

Talina Lindsey, Latoya Mckelvin, 
Becca Newton,   

Miah Nwosu,  Madison Reece,  
Diego Schoch, Gary Sevani

STUDENT   TEACHERS 
Sharkey Brumund, Makenna Kaplan, 

Sofia Moller

Scripps Performing Arts Academy and Ballet Theatre

Nutcracker Production Crew
TECHNICAL DIRECTOR 

Chris Renda 
LIGHTING  TECHNICIAN 

Chris Phillips
SOUND 

Rachel Levine
 PROP MASTER 
Drew Skinner

PROGRAM DESIGN & PHOTOGRAPHY 
Miah Nwosu

SEAMSTRESSES AND SARTORS
Sue Jackson- Head Designer and Seamstress 

Betsy Benning 
Jennifer Brown 

Tina Castro 
Amy Ondris 
Teresa Wells

COSTUMES & PROPS
Angela Amoroso 

Sue Jackson 
Talina Lindsey 

Christine Martorano 
Miah Nwosu 

Kelly Richardson 
Lana Suraci 

Michelle Yuen

A Round of Bravos. . .
The Scripps Performing Arts Academy & Scripps Ballet Theatre would like to 

thank all of our self-less volunteers!  You make our production possible!

And a Special Thank You. . .
To the Crew and Staff of the David & Dorothea Garfield Theatre



Academy@ScrippsBallet.com   |  Across  the Street from SRHS
S c r i p p s B a l l e t . c o m /   A c a d e m y

Visit ScrippsBallet.com/
Academy/summer-intensive for 
More Information January 2025!

Junior (ages 7-12) 
Intermediate (ages 11 & up)  
Advanced Intermediate (ages 12 & up) 
Advanced/Pre-Professional (ages 13-18)

Train, Learn,Grow            &Thrive! 

Summer Intensive 2025

July 7- August 2
1, 2 and 3-Week  

Options Available

SCRIPPS PERFORMING     ARTS 
ACADEMY

Serving the Scripps Ranch 
Community since 1987!

Ages 10-19, Ballet & Contemporary
Train with World Class teaching 
artists right here in Scripps Ranch! 

Summer Intensives

S u m m e r  2 0 2 5

Theatre Camps
Ages 3.5-18
Create a performance utilizing 
original scripts inspired by 
childhood themes, Wonka, 
Swifties, Encanto & more!

TWO 
Camps  

for $500  
expires 1/31

 



Train, Learn,Grow            &Thrive! 

December 27, 28 and 29 

Please Call 858.314.2000 to  
Reserve your Seat Today!

The Scripps Performing Arts Academy     & Scripps Ballet Theatre 
present 

Enjoy a Holiday 
Tea or Brunch and 
see a fully narrated, 
abridged version of  
The Nutcracker!


